
 
How to Use: Gale Virtual Reference Library™ 

- Alfred C. O’Connell Library - 
 

This guide is specifically designed for the version provided by Genesee Community College Library. 
 

Gale Virtual Reference Library provides searchable, full-text, online versions of 64 specialized 
encyclopedias, handbooks and reference sources. All topical areas: biography, business, crime, cultures, 
endangered species, health, popular culture, religions, sciences, and much more. 
 
To Start: 
1. Go to the library webpage at http://www.genesee.edu/Library 
2. Click on Databases A-Z 
3. Select the link for Gale Virtual Reference Library 
 
 
There are three ways to search Gale Virtual Reference Library: 
 

• Basic Search 
• Advanced Search 
• Browse the eBook List 

Basic Search: 
 

1. Type your search term(s) or subject in the box in the yellow shaded area. 
 

2. Next to “Search for words in:” make sure Keyword button is selected (Note: you can also search for a 
Document Title if you know it, or search for your term in the Entire Document). Click the blue “Search” 
button. 

 

 

 

Click here to perform an 
Advanced Search 

You can browse the 
collection of eBooks too! 
Click: View Publications 
under each subject area. 
 
(See page 2 for more details) 
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Advanced Search:  
 

Advanced Search allows you to search by 
Title or Author. You can also search a 
particular field such as the publisher field 
or the Full Text of documents (Note: a 
Keyword search only scans the first 50 
words of text, titles of articles, and the 
back-of-the-book index). 

You can limit the 
publication date, 
subject area, or 
target audience also 
in Advanced Search. 

 
1. Click the drop down box and select the 

field (index) you would like to search. 
 

2. Type your search term in the box next 
to the drop down field selected. 

 
 
Browsing the eBook List: 
 

You can view an eBook directly from the Basic Search 
page (the home page) without performing a search. 
 

1. Below the search box are subject areas such as “Arts” 
and “Business.” Click the “View Publications” link to 
see available titles for a specific subject area. 

 

2. For each eBook, you’ll see a title, publication year, 
edition & volume. Clicking on a book title takes you to 
the particular book.  

 s
3. From here, you can click on the “eTable of Contents,” 

which will take you into the book, or click the “eBook 
Index” to search topics covered alphabetically. 

 

 

Title, author  
& publisher 
information 

Questions? Contact a Librarian: 

In Person Library Information Desk 

Phone 585-343-0055  Ext. 6419 

Email Click on Ask a Librarian! then Email from the library’s web page 

Chat Click on Ask a Librarian! then Chat online from the library’s web page  

 

Book title




