
How to Use: JSTOR 

 
- Alfred C. O’Connell Library – 

 
JSTOR offers a high-quality, interdisciplinary archive of over one thousand leading academic journals across the 
humanities, social sciences, and sciences, as well as select monographs and other materials valuable for 
academic work. It is full-text searchable including image captions, and is interlinked by millions of citations and 
references. 

 

PLEASE NOTE that JSTOR IS UNIQUE among GCC’s article databases … HOW?   

 
Its contents are generally NOT RECENT, often being at least 3 to 5 years old with some having originated as 
early as the 19

th
 century.  In a subject such as history, older material may be desirable, but that is not always true.   

 

Before using JSTOR:  
Determine the publication dates required for your research assignment’s information sources. 

 
JSTOR’s default search mode is ADVANCED SEARCH.  
 

  
 

To Search: 
 
1) Start by placing a checkmark in the ARTICLE box.  WHY?  To obtain only ARTICLES and avoid BOOK 

REVIEWS, EDITORIALS, and PAMPHLETS. 
 
2) Select where to search - the full-text, author, item title, abstract, or caption (for images) – and select a 

connector (AND, OR, NOT) when searching more than one thing. 
 
3) Use quotation marks to search a phrase such as  “sleep deprivation” or “gattling gun.” 
 
4) The Search for links to items outside of JSTOR function is NOT RECOMMENDED. Uncheck it in order to 

keep your search within JSTOR. 
 
5) Enter an author’s name as follows - “mary nash”  or “james d. fearon.” 
 
6) You may LIMIT a search by discipline/s (history, philosophy etc.), publication type or publication date. 

Choices are 

AND, OR, NOT 

Leave blank! 
Keep your search 

within JSTOR 

CLICK to search 

only journal articles 

To search publication date or date  range 



 
 

WARNINGS: Search term highlighting doesn’t always work, nor does the ability to cut and paste text from 

JSTOR’s PDF files  (JSTOR is trying to fix these features). 
 

 
 

  Questions? Contact a Librarian: 

In Person Library Information Desk 

Phone 585-343-0055 Ext. 6419 

Email Click Ask a Librarian! then Email from the library’s web page 

Chat Click Ask a Librarian! then Chat online from the library’s web page  
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